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REFS: (A) MOSCOW 2218 (NOTAL), (B) STATE 37502 (NOTAL), 

(C) MOSCOW 2428, (D) BONN 3177 

1 . DEPARTMENT UNDERSTANDS THAT SOVIETS HAVE ALREADY 
APPROACHED UK AND FRG TO REQUEST BILATERALS ON SOVIET MDW 
PROPOSAL AND, FROM REF C, ASSUMES THEY HAVE ALREADY 
APPROACHED FRENCH AS WELL. SOVIET DEMARCHE TO BRITISH 
WAS CONFIRMED TO ACDA ON FEB 24 BY UK EMBOFF REEVE, WHO 
INDICATED THAT BRITISH HAD TURNED DOWN SOVIET REQUEST FOR 
BILATERALS. 

2. ACTION ADDRESSEES, IN RESPONDING TO QUERIES, MAY INDI- 
CATE TO APPROPRIATE HOST GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS THAT SOVIETS 
APPROACHED US IN MOSCOW TO REQUEST BILATERAL EXCHANGE OF 
OPINIONS ON MDW PROPOSAL AND THAT WE SUBSEQUENTLY INFORMED 
SOVIETS MATTER OF MDW CURRENTLY UNDER STUDY IN WASHINGTON 
AND THEREFORE WE WERE NOT PREPARED TO HAVE EXCHANGE OF 
OPINIONS ON MATTER. INGERSOLL 
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